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Resolution 1540 (2004)
Adopted by the Security Council at its 4956th meeting, on 28 April 2004

The Security Council,

Aﬁirmz;pg that proliferation of nuclear, chemical and biological weapons, as well as their means of ‘
delivery, constitutes a threat to international peace and security,

Reaffirming, in this context, the Statement of its President adopted at the Council's meeting at the
level of Heads of State and Government on 31 January 1992 (S123500), including the need for all
Member States to fulfil their obligations in relation to arms control and disarmament and to prevent
proliferation in all its aspects of all weapons of mass destruction,

Recalling also that the Statement underlined the need for all Member States to resolve peacefully
in accordance with the Charter any problems in that context threatening or disrupting the mainte-
nance of regional and global stability,

- Affirming its resolve to take appropriate and effective actions against any threat to international
peace and security caused by the proliferation of nuclear, chemical and biological weapons and their
means of delivery, in conformity with its primary responsibilities, as provided for in the United Na-
tions Charter,

Affirming its support for the multilateral treaties whose aim is to eliminate or prevent the prolifer-
ation of nuclear, chemical or biological weapons and the importance for all States parties to these
treaties to implement them fully in order to promote international stability, '

Welcoming efforts in this context by multilateral arrangements which contribute to non-prolifera-
tion,

Affirming that prevention of proliferation of nuclear, chemical and biological weapons should not
hamper international cooperation in materials, equipment and technology for peaceful purposes
while goals of peaceful utilization should not be used as a cover for proliferation,

Gravely concerned by the threat of terrorism and the risk that non-State actors” such as those iden-
tified in the United Nations list established and maintained by the Committee established under Se-
curity Council resolution 1267 and those to whom resolution 1373 applies, may acquire, develop,
traffic in or use nuclear, chemical and biological weapons and their means of delivery,

Gravely concerned by the threat of illicit trafﬁcﬂking in nuclear, chemical, or biological weapons
and their means of delivery, and related materials,” which adds a new dimension to the issue of pro-
liferation of such weapons and also poses a threat to international peace and security,

Recognizing the need to enhance coordination of efforts on national, subregional, regional and in-
ternational levels in order to strengthen a global response to this serious challenge and threat to in-
ternational security, .

Recognizing that most States have undertaken binding legal obligations under treaties to which
they are parties, or have made other commitments aimed at preventing the proliferation of nuclear,
chemical or biological weapons, and have taken effective measures to account for, secure and phys-
ically protect sensitive materials, such as those required by the Convention on the Physical Protec-



