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2 Nar en person, der skal betale bidrag i hen-
hold til artikel 18, 19, 20 eller artikel 21, stk. 5,
ikke opfylder sine forpligtelser til at indbetale et
sadant bidrag eller en del deraf og er i restance,
skal direkteren pd HNS-fondens vegne tage et-
hvert fornedent skridt, herunder anleeggelse af
retssag mod en sédan person for at inddrive det
forfaldne belgb. Hvis imidlertid den bidrags-
pligtige, som ikke har betalt, er &benbart insol-
vent, eller omsteendighederne 1 gvrigt taler der-
for, kan Forsamlingen efter forslag fra direkto-
ren beslutte, at forholdsregler ikke skal tages el-
ler fortseettes mod den bidragspligtige.

De kontraherende staters fakultative ansvar
for indbetaling af bidrag

Artikel 23

1 Med forbehold af artikel 21, stk. 5, kan en
kontraherende stat pa tidspunktet for deponerin-
gen af ratifikations-, accept-, godkendelses- el-
ler tiltreedelsesinstrumentet eller pa ethvert se-
nere tidspunkt erkleere, at den patager sig ansva-
ret for forpligtelser, som denne konvention pa-
laegger enhver person, der skal betale bidrag i
henhold til artikel 18, 19, 20 eller artikel 21,
stk. 5, for s vidt angar farlige og skadelige stof-
fer, som modtages eller losses p& denne stats
omrade. En sddan erkleering skal afgives skrift-
ligt og angive, hvilke forpligtelser den kontrahe-
rende stat patager sig.

2 Hyvis en erklaering som omhandlet i stk. 1 af-
gives, for denne konvention i henhold til artikel
46 treder 1 kraft, skal den deponeres hos gene-
ralsekreteeren, der efter konventionens ikraft-
traeden videresender den til direkteren.

3 En erklering som omhandlet i stk. 1, der af-
gives efter denne konventions ikrafttreeden, skal
deponeres hos direkteren. '

4 En erklering, som afgives i henhold til denne
artikel, kan tilbagekaldes af den pagecldende stat
ved skriftlig meddelelse til direkteren. En sédan
meddelelse far virkning tre méaneder efter, at
den er modtaget af direktoren.

2 Where a person who is liable to pay contribu-
tions in accordance with Articles 18, 19, 20 or
Article 21(5) does not fulfil the obligations in re-
spect of any such contribution or any part thereof
and is in arrears, the Director shall take all ap-
propriate action, including court action, against
such a person on behalf of the HNS Fund with a
view to the recovery of the amount due. Howev-
er, where the defaulting contributor is manifestly
insolvent or the circumstances otherwise so war-
rant, the Assembly may, upon recommendation
of the Director, decide that no action shall be
taken or continued against the contributor.

Optional liability of States Parties for the
payment of contributions

Article 23

1 Without prejudice to Article 21(5), a State
Party may at the time when it deposits its instru-
ment of ratification, acceptance, approval or ac-
cession or at any time thereafter declare that it
assumes responsibility for obligations imposed
by this Convention on any person liable to pay
contributions in accordance with Articles 18, 19,
20 or Article 21(5) in respect of hazardous and
noxious substances received or discharged in the
territory of that State. Such a declaration shall be
made in writing and shall specify which obliga-
tions are assumed. :

2 Where a declaration under paragraph 1.is .
made prior to the entry into force of this Conven-
tion in accordance with Article 46, it shall be de-
posited with the Secretary-General who shall af-
ter the entry into force of this Convention com-
municate the declaration to the Director.

3 A declaration under paragraph 1 which is
made after the entry into force of this Conven-
tion shall be deposited with the Director.

4 A declaration made in accordance with this
Article may be withdrawn by the relevant State
giving notice thereof in writing to the Director.
Such a notification shall take effect three months
after the Director's receipt thereof.



