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land, Polen, USA, Tjekkiet, Canada, New Zeéa-
land og Australien. Forskerpanelet er meget
chokeret over besparelserne pd GEUS, der. bl.a.
medferer, at en specifik og meget anerkendt for-
. skergruppe inden for pollenanalyse, vegetatio-
nens historie samt miljopévirkninger m.m. bh—
ver reduceret fra 6 til 2 personer.

Svar (2/12 03)

Miljbminiéteren (Hané Christian Schmidt):

- Jeg har med interesse leest professor Birks brev

og har i den forbindelse gleedet mig over den -
meget positive omtale af GEUS’ miljehistoriske
forskergruppes internationale betydning.

Jeg er enig i de prioriteringer GEUS’ bestyrel-
se har gjort, idet bestyrelsen har afvejet beslut-

~ ningen om reduktion af den miljshistoriske

forskning i forhold til institutionens samlede op-

gaveportefglje. '
Opstillingen over driftsbevillingen til GEUS

fra 2001 til 2006 viser udviklingen i perioden.

Mill. kr. . R R

‘ FL FFL FFL FFL -
2004 niveau 2001 - 2002 2003 - 2004 2005 2006
Bruttoudgift . - .2389 . 231,8 236,1 208,2 198,6 186,8
Indteegt 81,3 79,3 93,5 81,6 . 78,8 . 69,4
Nettobevilling 157 6 152,5 142,6 126,7 119,8 - 117,4

" Kopi af departementschefens svar t11 professor ‘
Birk vedlegges.

Dansk forsknings mtelnatmnale omdemme
kan ikke vurderes alene pa baggrund af et enkelt
forskningsomrade: Jeg kan oplyse, at GEUS for-
sat nyder stor international respekt pa omrader
inden for hele GEUS’ opgaveportefolje.

P& grund af eendrede bevillingsforudseetnin-
ger har det veeret nodvendigt for GEUS at redu-
cere den miljehistoriske forskning. GEUS har
dog valgt at opretholde en lille gruppe eksperter
som varetager det miljehistoriske forskningsom-
réde herunder ogsa pollenundersegelser. Sale-
des opretholdes - i reduceret omfang ~ videnbe-
. redskab vedr@rende naturskov og palaeolimno-
logi.

Bilag

Professor H.J.B. Birks' Miljgministeriet
University of Bergen Departementet
Departement of Botany '
Allégaten
N-5007 Bergen
Norge '

© 27.nov. 2003

Dear professor Birks
Thank you for your letter on behalf of 51 in-
ternational scientists which was sent to, among

others, the minister of the environment and my-
self. I have agreed with the minister that I shall
reply for both of us.

In your letter you express your coricerns re=
garding the decision of the Geological Survey-of
Denmark and Greenland (GEUS) to reduce its
research group working with terrestrial environ-
mental history, and you refer to the high interna-
tional standing of this group and the central role
which this field of research occupies at this mo-
ment.

The overall strategy of the Danish govern-
ment with a tight public budget has meant that
hard choices have to be made in all ministries
deciding the priorities of tasks. This is also af-
fecting the Ministry of the Environment and its
research institutions.

Consequently the minister has asked the di-
rectors and the board of GEUS to focus its activi-
ties within the available budget. Due to the

" needs of the government agencies dr awmg on

the expertise of GEUS priority has been given to
research concerning the exploration and exploi-

. tation of oil and gas resources and the future

supply of ground water. Furthermore research
related to Greenland will according to an agree-
ment with the home rule authority keep its pro-
portionate size.

In this process several areas of research with-
in GEUS, and among them environmental histo-
ry, have had to be downsized if no further exter-



