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PART IV

National preventive mechanisms

Article 17

Each State Party shall maintain, designate or
establish, at the latest one year after the entry
into force of the present Protocol or of its ratifi-
cation or accession, one or several independent
national preventive mechanisms for the preven-
tion of torture at the domestic level. Mechanisms
established by decentralized units may be desig-
nated as national preventive mechanisms for the
purposes of the present Protocol if they are in
conformity with its provisions.

-Article 18

1. The States Parties shall guarantee the func-
tional independence of the national preventive
mechanisms as well as the independence of their
personnel.

2. The States Parties shall take the necessary
measures to ensure that the experts of the nation-
al preventive mechanism have the required capa-
bilities and professional knowledge. They shall
strive for a gender balance and the adequate rep-
resentation of ethnic and minority groups in the
country. '

. 3. The States Parties undertake to make avail-

able the necessary resources for the functioning
of the national preventive mechanisms.

4. When establishing national preventive
mechanisms, States Parties shall give due con-
sideration to the Principles relating to the status
of national institutions. for the promotion and
protection of human rights. :

: . Article 19
The national preventive mechanisms shall be
granted at a minimum the power:

(a) To regularly examine the treatment of the
persons deprived of their liberty in places of
detention as defined in article 4, with a view
to strengthening, if necessary, their protec-
tion against torture and other cruel, inhuman
or degrading treatment or punishment;

(b) To make recommendations to the relevant
authorities with the aim of improving the
treatment and the conditions of the persons
deprived of their liberty and to prevent tor-
ture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading

Kapitel IV

Nationale forebyggende mekanismer

. . Artikel 17 , ;

Enhver deltagende stat skal senest et ar efter,
at denne protokol traeder i kraft eller ratificeres
eller tiltreedes, opretholde, udpege eller oprette
en eller flere uathangige nationale forebyggen-
de mekanismer til forebyggelse af tortur pé nati-
onalt plan. Mekanismer oprettet af decentrale
enheder kan udpeges som nationale forebyggen-
de mekanismer med henblik p& denne protokol,
hvis de er i overensstemmelse med dens bestem-
melser.

Artikel 18

1. De deltagende stater skal garantere de nati-
onale forebyggende mekanismers funktionelle
uathengighed samt uafhengigheden af deres
personale.

2. De deltagende stater skal traeffe de nedven-
dige foranstaltninger for at sikre, at eksperterne
i den nationale mekanisme har de kvalifikationer
og den faglige viden, der er forngden. D¢ skal
strabe efter kensmassig ligeveagt og en rimelig
repreesentation af landets etniske grupper og mi-
noriteter. ,

3. De deltagende stater forpligter sig til at stille
de nedvendige ressourcer til rddighed for, at de
nationale forebyggende organer kan fungere.

4. Ved oprettelsen af nationale forebyggende
mekanismer skal de deltagende stater tage behe-
rigt hensyn til principperne vedrerende nationale
menneskerettighedsinstitutionets status.

Artikel 19
De nationale forebyggende mekanismer skal
som minimum have kompetence til:

a) - regelmassigt at undersege behandlingen af
frihedsbergvede personer pa tilbageholdel-
sessteder, jf. definitionen i artikel 4, med
henblik p& om nedvendigt at styrke deres be-
skyttelse mod tortur, grusom, umenneskelig
eller nedveardigende behandling eller straf;

b) at fremsatte anbefalinger til de relevante
myndigheder med henblik p4 at forbedre be-
handlingen af og forholdene for frihedsbeto-
vede personer og for at forebygge tortur og
grusom, umenneskelig eller nedveerdigende



