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munition that may have been illicitly manufac- 
tured or trafficked. Such cooperation shall in- 
clude the provision of prompt responses to re- 
quests for assistance in tracing such firearms, 
their parts and components and ammunition, 
within available means. 

5. Subject to the basic concepts of its legal sys- 
tem or any international agreements, each State 
Party shall guarantee the confidentiality of and 
comply with any restrictions on the use of infor- 
mation that it receives from another State Party 
pursuant to this article, including proprietary in- 
formation pertaining to commercial transactions, 
if requested to do so by the State Party providing 
the information. If such confidentiality cannot be 
maintained, the State Party that provided the in- 
formation shall be notified prior to its disclosure. 

Article 13 
Cooperation 

1. States Parties shall cooperate at the bilater- 
al, regional and international levels to prevent, 
combat and eradicate the illicit manufacturing of 
and trafficking in firearms, their parts and com- 
ponents and ammunition. 

2. Without prejudice to article 18, paragraph 
13, of the Convention, each State Party shall 
identify a national body or a single point of con- 
tact to act as liaison between it and other States 
Parties on matters relating to this Protocol. 

3. States Parties shall seek the support and co- 
operation of manufacturers, dealers, importers, 
exporters, brokers and commercial carriers of 
firearms, their parts and components and ammu- 
nition to prevent and detect the illicit activities 
referred to in paragraph 1 of this article. 

Article 14 
Training and technical assistance 

States Parties shall cooperate with each other 
and with relevant international organizations, as 
appropriate, so that States Parties may receive, 
upon request, the training and technical assist- 
ance necessary to enhance their ability to pre- 
vent, combat and eradicate the illicit manufac- 
turing of and trafficking in firearms, their parts 
and components and ammunition, including 
technical, financial and material assistance in 
those matters identified in articles 29 and 30 of 
the Convention. 

Article 15 
Brokers and brokering 

1. With a view to preventing and combating il- 
licit manufacturing of and trafficking in fire- 
arms, their parts and components and ammuni- 
tion, States Parties that have not yet done so shall 
consider establishing a system for regulating the 
activities of those who engage in brokering. 
Such a system could include one or more meas- 
ures such as: 
(a) Requiring registration of brokers operating 

within their territory; 
(b) Requiring licensing or authorization of bro- 

kering; or 
(c) Requiring disclosure on import and export 

licences or authorizations, or accompanying 
documents, of the names and locations of 
brokers involved in the transaction. 

2. States Parties that have established a system 
of authorization regarding brokering as set forth 
in paragraph 1 of this article are encouraged to 
include information on brokers and brokering in 
their exchanges of information under article 12 
of this Protocol and to retain records regarding 
brokers and brokering in accordance with article 
7 of this Protocol. 

III. Final provisions 

Article 16 
Settlement of disputes 

1. States Parties shall endeavour to settle dis- 
putes concerning the interpretation or applica- 
tion of this Protocol through negotiation. 

2. Any dispute between two or more States 
Parties concerning the interpretation or applica- 
tion of this Protocol that cannot be settled 
through negotiation within a reasonable time 
shall, at the request of one of those States Par- 
ties, be submitted to arbitration. If, six months 
after the date of the request for arbitration, those 
States Parties are unable to agree on the organi- 
zation of the arbitration, any one of those States 
Parties may refer the dispute to the International 
Court of Justice by request in accordance with 
the Statute of the Court. 

3. Each State Party may, at the time of signa- 
ture, ratification, acceptance or approval of or 
accession to this Protocol, declare that it does not 
consider itself bound by paragraph 2 of this arti- 


