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ammunition from falling into the hands of unau-
thorized persons by seizing and destroying such
firearms, their parts and components and ammu-
nition unless other disposal has been: officially
authorized, provided that the firearms have been
marked and. the methods of disposal of those
firearms and ammunition have been recorded.

IL Prevention

Article 7
Record-keeping

Each State Party shall ensure the maintenance,
for not less than ten years, of information in re-
lation to firearms and, where appropriate and
feasible, their parts and components and ammu-
nition that is necessary to trace and identify
those firearms and, where appropriate and feasi-
ble, their parts and components and ammunition
which are illicitly manufactured or trafficked
and to prevent and detect such activities. Such
information shall include:

(a) The appropriate markings required by arti--
cle 8 of this Protocol,

(b) 1In cases involving international transactions
in firearms, their parts and components and
ammunition, the issuance and expiration
dates of the appropriate licences or authori-
zations, the country of export, the country of
‘import, the transit countries, where appro-
priate, and the final recipient and the de-
scription and quantity of the articles.

Article 8
Marking of firearms

1. For the purpose of identifying and tracing
each firearm, States Parties shall:

(a) At the time of manufacture of each firearm,
either require unique marking providing the
name of the manufacturer, the country or
place of manufacture and the serial number,
or maintain any alternative unique user-
friendly marking with simple geometric

" symbols in combination with a numeric

and/or alphanumeric code, permitting ready

identification by all States of the country of
manufacture; )

(b) Require appropriate simple marking on each
imported firearm, permiiting identification
of the country of import and, where possi-
ble, the year of impoit and enabling the com-

peterit authorities of that country to trace the

firearm, and a unique marking, if the firearm

does not bear such a marking. The require-

ments of this subparagraph need not be ap-
. plied to temporary imports of firearms for
~verifiable lawful purposes;

(c) Ensure, at the time of transfer of a firearm
from governiment stocks to permanent civil-
ian use, the appropriate unique marking per-
mitting identification by all States Parties of
the transferring country.

2. States Parties shall encourage the ﬁreérms
manufacturing industry to develop measures
against the removal or alteration of markings.

Article 9 ‘
Deactivation of firearms

A State Party that does not recognize a deacti-
vated firearm as a firearim in accordance with its
domestic law shall take the necessary measures,
including the establishment of specific offences
if appropriate, to prevent the illicit reactivation
of deactivated firearms, consistent with the fol-
lowing general principles of deactivation:

(a) All essential parts of a deactivated firearm
are to be rendered permanently inoperable
and incapable of removal, replacement or
modification in'a manner that would permit
the firearm to be reactivated in any way;

(b) Arrangements are to be made for deactiva-
tion measures to be verified, where appro-
priate, by a competent authority to ensure
that the modifications made to a firearm
render it permanently inoperable;

(c) Verification by a competent authority is to
include a certificate or record attesting to the
deactivation of the firearm or a clearly visi-
ble mark to that effect stamped on the fire-
arm.

Article 10
General requirements for export, import and
transit licensing or authorization systems

1. Each State Party shall establish or maintain
an effective system of export and import licens-
ing or authorization, as well as of measures on
international transit, for the transfer of firearms,
then’ parts and components and ammunition.

2 Before issuing export licences or authoriza-
tions for shipments of firearms, their parts and



