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Convention against Transnational Organized
Crime and the protocols thereto as soon as pos-
sible in order to ensure the speedy entry into force
of the Convention and the protocols thereto.
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Annex
Protocol against the Illicit Manufacturing of
and Trafficking in Firearms, Their Parts and

Components and Ammunition,
supplementing the United Nations

Convention against Transnational Organized

Crime
Preamblé .

The States Parties to this Protocol,

Aware of the urgent need to prevent, combat
and eradicate the illicit manufacturing of and
trafficking in firearms, their parts and compo-
nents and ammunition, owing to the harmful ef-
fects of those activities on the security of each
State, region and the world as a whole, endan-

gering the well-being of peoples, their social and

economic development and. their right to live in
peace,

Convinced, therefore, of the necessity for all
States to take all appropriate measures to this
end, including international cooperation and
other measures at the regional and global levels,

Recalling General Assembly resolution 53/111
of 9 December 1998, in which the Assembly de-
cided to establish an open-ended intergovern-
mental ad hoc committee for the purpose of elab-
orating a comprehensive international conven-
tion against transnational organized crime and of
discussing the elaboration of, inter alia, an inter-
national instrument combating the illicit manu-
facturing of and trafficking in firearms, their
parts and components and ammunition,

Bearing in mind the principle of equal rights
and self-determination of peoples, as enshrined
in the Charter of the United Nations and the Dec-
laration on Principles of International Law con-
cerning Fliendly Relations and Cooperation
among States in accordance with the Charter of
the United Nations,?/NREF/SN525/25)/

Convinced that supplementing the United Na-
tions Convention against Transnational Organ—
ized Crime with an international instrument

against the illicit manufacturing of and traffick-
ing in firearms, their parts and components and
ammunition will be useful in preventing and
combating those crimes,

Have agreed as follows:
I. General provisions

Article 1
Relation with the United Nations Convention
against Transnational Organized Crime

1. This Protocol supplements the United Na-
tions Convention against Transnational Organ-
ized Crime. It shall be interpreted together with

‘ the Conventlon

2. The provisions of the Convention shall ap-
ply, mutatis mutandis, to this Protocol unless
otherwise provided herein.

3. The offences established in accordance with
article 5 of this Protocol shall be regarded as of-
fences established in accordance with the Con-
vention.

Article:2
Statement of purpose

The purpose of this Protocol is to promote, fa-
cilitate and strengthen cooperation among States
Parties in order to prevent, combat and eradicate
the illicit manufacturing of and trafficking in
firearms, their parts and components and ammu-
nition. ’

Article 3
Use of terms

For the purposes of this Protocol:

(a) »Firearm« shall mean any portable barrelled
weapon that expels, is designed to expel or
may be readily converted to expel a shot,
bullet or projectile by the action of an explo-
sive, excluding antique firearms or their rep-
licas. Antique firearms and their replicas
shall be defined in accordance with domes-
tic law. In no-case, however, shall antique
firearms include firearms manufactured af-
ter 1899; '

(b) »Parts and components« shall mean any ele-
ment or replacement element specifically
designed for a firearm and essential to its op-

- eration, including a barrel, frame or receiv-



