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ciples in the State concerned. We would also ge- 
nerally note that, while defences such as mistake 
of fact can be established or maintained, this 
does not extend to mistake of law defences and 
that the principle that ignorance of the law (in- 
cluding in this case, the Protocol and national of- 
fences adopted pursuant to it ignorantia legis ne- 
minem excusat) does not excuse, should still be 
maintained. As a practical matter, we also gene- 
rally advise Member States which request assi- 
stance that it is the meaning of the Protocol pro- 
visions rather than the use of verbatim language 
or terminology which is important, and that one 
offence or many may be adopted, provided that, 
at a minimum, the full range of conduct proscri- 
bed by the Protocol is criminalised by the State 
Party concerned. 

I hope that the foregoing information will as- 
sist you in interpreting the Protocol and develo- 
ping Danish legislation. Please do not hesitate to 
contact me directly if you require anything 
further. 
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