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ucational institutions operating in its territory 
contingent upon specific requirements of nation- 
al legislation or specific agreements concluded 
with the Party of origin of such institutions. 

Section VII. Recognition of qualifications 
held by refugees, displaced persons and per- 

sons in a refugee-like situation 

Article VII 
Each Party shall take all feasible and reasona- 

ble steps within the framework of its education 
system and in conformity with its constitutional, 
legal, and regulatory provisions to develop pro- 
cedures designed to assess fairly and expedi- 
tiously whether refugees, displaced persons and 
persons in a refugee-like situation fulfil the rele- 
vant requirements for access to higher educa- 
tion, to further higher education programmes or 
to employment activities, even in cases in which 
the qualifications obtained in one of the Parties 
cannot be proven through documentary evi- 
dence. 

Section VIII. Information on the assessment 
of higher education institutions and pro- 

grammes 

Article VIII. I 
Each Party shall provide adequate information 

on any institution belonging to its higher educa- 
tion system, and on any programme operated by 
these institutions, with a view to enabling the 
competent authorities of other Parties to ascer- 
tain whether the quality of the qualifications is- 
sued by these institutions justifies recognition in 
the Party in which recognition is sought. Such 
information shall take the following form: 
a in the, case of Parties having established a 

system of formal assessment of higher edu- 
cation institutions and programmes: infor- 
mation on the methods and results of this as- 
sessment, and. of. the standards of quality 
specific to each type of higher education in- 
stitution granting, and to programmes lead- 
ing to, higher education qualifications; 

b in the case of Parties which have not estab- 
lished a system of formal assessment of 
higher education institutions and pro- 
grammes: information on the recognition of 
the various qualifications obtained at any 
higher education institution, or within any 

higher, education programme, belonging to 
their higher education systems. 

Article VIII.2 
Each Party shall make adequate provisions for 

the development, maintenance and provision of: 
a an overview of the different types of higher 

education institutions belonging to its higher 
eduction system, with the typical character- 
istics of each type of institution; 

b a list of recognized institutions (public and 
private) belonging to its higher education 
system, indicating their powers to award dif- 
ferent types of qualifications and the re- 
quirements for gaining access to each type 
of institution and programme; 

c a description of higher education pro- 
grammes; 

d a list of educational institutions located out- 
side its territory which the Party considers as 
belonging to its education system. 

Section IX. Information on recognition mat- 
ters 

Article IX. 1 
In order to facilitate the recognition of qualifi- 

cations concerning higher education, the Parties 
undertake to establish transparent systems for 
the complete description of the qualifications 
obtained. 

Article IX.2 
1 Acknowledging the need for relevant, accu- 

rate and up-to-date information, each Party shall 
establish or maintain a national information cen- 
tre and shall notify one of the depositories of its 
establishment, or of any changes affecting it. 

2 In each Party, the national information cen- 
tre shall: 
a facilitate access to authoritative and accu- 

rate information on the higher education 
system and qualifications of the country in 
which, it is located; 

b facilitate access to information on the higher 
education systems and qualifications of the 
other Parties; 

c give advice or information on recognition 
matters and assessment of qualifications, in 
accordance with national laws and regula- 
tions. 


