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" thereafter. In such cases, the competent authori-
ties of the components of the Parties so designat-
&d shall take the necessary measures to ensure
implementation of the provisions of this Con-
vention on their territory.

2 Where the competence to make decisions in
recognition matters lies with individual higher
education institutions or other entities, each Par-
ty according to its constitutional situation or
structure shall transmit the text of this conven-
tion to these institutions or entities and shall take
all possible steps to encourage the favourable
consideration and application of its provisions.

3 The provisions of paragraphs 1 and 2 of this
Article shall apply, mutatis mutandis, to the ob-
ligations of the Parties under subsequent articles
of this Convention.

Article I1.2

At the time of signature or when depositing its
instrument of ratification, acceptance, approval
or accession, or at any time thereafter, each
State, the Holy See or the European Community
shall inform either depository of the present
Convention of the authorities which are compe-
tent to make different categories of decisions in
recognition cases.

Article IL3

Nothing in this Convention shall be deemed to
derogate from any more favourable provisions
concerning the recognition of qualifications is-
sued in one of the Parties contained in or stem-
ming from an existing or a future treaty to which
a Party to this Convention may be or may be-
come a party.

Section IIL. Basic principles related to the as-
sessment of qualificiations

Article I11.1

1 Holders of qualifications issued in one of the
Parties shall have adequate access, upon request
to the appropriate body, to an assessment of
these qualifications.

2 No discrimination shall be made in th1s re-
spect on any ground such as the applicant's gen-
der, race, colour, disability, language, religion,
political or other opinion, national, ethnic or so-
cial origin, association with a national minority,
property, birth or other status, or on the grounds
of any other circumstance not related to the mer-
its of the qualification for which recognition is

sought. In order to assure this right, each Party
undertakes to make appropriate arrangements
for the assessment of an application for recogni-
tion of qualifications solely on the basis of the -
knowledge and skills achieved.

Article TI1.2 ,

Each Party shall ensure that the procedures
and criteria used in the assessment and recogni-
tion of qualifications are transparent, coherent
and reliable.

Article 1.3

1 Decisions on recognition shall be made on
the basis of appropriate information on the qual-
ifications for which recognition is sought.

2 In the first instance; the responsibility for
providing adequate information rests with the
applicant, who shall provide such mformatmn in
good faith.

3 Notwithstanding the respon51b1hty of the ap-
plicant, the institutions having issued the qualifi-
cations in question shall have a duty to provide,
upon request of the applicant and within reason-
able limits, relevant information to the holder of
the qualification, to the institution, or to the com-
petent authorities of the country in whlch recog-
nition is sought.

4 The Parties shall instruct or encourage, as
appropriate, all education institutions belonging
to their education systems to comply with any
reasonable request for information for the pur-
pose of assessing qual1ﬁcat10ns earned at the
said institutions.

5 The responsibility to demonstrate that an ap-
plication does not fulfil the relevant require-
ments lies with the body undertaking the assess-
ment.

Atticle II1.4
Each Party shall ensure, in order to facilitate
the recognition of qualifications, that adequate
and clear information on its education system is
provided.

Article TII.5

Decisions on recognition shall be made W1t111n
a reasonable time limit specified beforehand by
the competent recognition authority and calcu-
lated from the time all necessary information in
the case has been provided. If recognition is
withheld; the reasons for the refusal to grant rec-
ognition shall be stated, and information shall be
given concerning possible measures the appli-



