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development of recognition practices in the Eu- 
ropean region; 

Conscious of the importance of providing per- 
manent implementation mechanisms in order to 
put the principles and provisions of the current 
Convention into practice, 

Have agreed as follows: 

Section I. Definitions 

Article I 
For the purposes of this Convention, the fol- 

lowing terms shall have the following meaning: 
Access (to higher education) 
The right of qualified candidates to apply and 

to be considered for admission to higher educa- 
tion. 

Admission (to higher education institutions 
and programmes) 

The act of, or system for, allowing qualified 
applicants to pursue studies in higher education 
at a given institution and/or a given programme. 

Assessment (of institutions or programmes) 
The process for establishing the educational 

quality of a higher education institution or pro- 
gramme. 

Assessment (of individual qualifications) 
The written appraisal or evaluation of an indi- 

vidual's foreign qualifications by a competent 
body. 

Competent recognition authority 
A body officially charged with making bind- 

ing decisions on the recognition of foreign qual- 
ifications. 

Higher education 
All types of courses of study, or sets of courses 

of study, training or training for research at the 
post secondary level which are recognized by 
the relevant authorities of a Party as belonging to 
its higher education system. 

Higher education institution 
An establishment providing higher education 

and recognized by the competent authority of a 
Party as belonging to its system of higher educa- 
tion. 

Higher education programme 
A course of study recognized by the compe- 

tent authority of a Party as belonging to its sys- 
tem of higher education, and the completion of 
which provides the student with a higher educa- 
tion qualification. 

Period of study 

Any component of a higher education pro- 
gramme which has been evaluated and docu- 
mented and, while not a complete programme of 
study in itself, represents a significant acquisi- 
tion of knowledge or skill. 

Qualification 
A. Higher education qualification 
Any degree, diploma or other certificate issued 

by a competent authority attesting the successful 
completion of a higher education programme. 

B. Qualification giving access to higher edu- 
cation 

Any diploma or other certificate issued by a 
competent authority attesting the successful 
completion of an education programme and giv- 
ing the holder of the qualification the right to be 
considered for admission to higher education 
(cf. the definition of access). 

Recognition 
A formal acknowledgement by a competent 

authority of the value of a foreign educational 
qualification with a view to access to education- 
al and/or employment activities. 

Requirement 
A. General requirements 
Conditions that must in all cases be fulfilled 

for access to higher education, or to a given level 
thereof, or for the award of a higher education 
qualification at a given level. 

B. Specific requirements 
Conditions that must be fulfilled, in, addition 

to the general requirements, in order to gain ad- 
mission to a particular higher education pro- 
gramme, or for the award of a specific higher ed- 
ucation qualification in a particular field of 
study. 

Section II. The competence of authorities 

Article 11. 1 
1 Where central authorities of a Party are com- 

petent to make decisions in recognition cases, 
that Party shall be immediately bound by the 
provisions of this Convention and shall take the 
necessary measures to ensure the implementa- 
tion of its provisions on its territory. 

Where the competence to make decisions in 
recognition matters lies with components of the 
Party, the Party shall furnish one of the deposi- 
tories with a brief statement of its constitutional 
situation or structure at the time of signature or 
when depositing its instrument of ratification, 
acceptance, approval or accession, or any time 


