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federal law, subject to appeal to the Federal courts on
these questlons after all appeals available under the
Kosovo system have been exhausted.

3. Citizens in Kosovo may opt to have civil disputes to

which they are party adjudicated by other courts in the .

Federal Republic of Yugoslavia, which shall apply the
law applicable in Kosovo.

4. The following rules will apply to cnmlnal cases:

(a) At the start of criminal proceedings, the
defendant is entitled to have his or her trial
transferred to another Kosovo court that he or she
designates.

(b) In criminal cases in which all defendants and
victims are members of the same nationall
community, all members of the judicial council:

will be from a national community of their choice

if any party so requests

(c) A defendant in a criminal case tried in Kosovo
courts is entitled to have at least one member of

the judicial council-hearing the case to be from

his or her national community. Kosovo authorities

will consider and allow judges of other courts in

the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia to serve as
Kosovo judges for these purposes.

Constitutional Court

5. The Constitutional Court shall consnst of nine judges.
There shall be at least one Constitutional Court judge
from each national community meeting the threshold
specified in paragraph 1(b)(ii) of Article il. Until

such time as the Parties agree to discontinue this
arrangement, 5 judges of the Constitutional Court shall
be selected from a list drawn up by the President of
the European Court of Human Rights.

‘6. The Constitutional Court shall have authority- to .
resolve disputes relating to the meaning of this
Constitution. That authority shall include, but is not
limited to, determining whether laws apphcable in
Kosovo, decisions or acts of the President, the-
Assembly the Gavernment, the Communes -and the
national communities are compatlble with th|s '
Constitution.

(a) Matters may be referred to the Constitutional
Court by the President of Kosovo, the President or .
Vice-Presidents of the Assembly, the Ombudsman,
the communal assemblies and councils, and any
national community acting according to |ts
democratic procedures.

(b) Any court which finds in the course of

adjudicating a matter that the dispute depends on

the answer to a question within the Constitutional
Court's jurisdiction shall refer the issue to the -
Constitutional Court for a preliminary decision.

7. Following the exhaustion of other legal remedies, the
Constitutional Court shall at the request of any person
claiming to be a victim have jurisdiction over
complaints that human rights and fundamental freedoms.
and the rights of members of national communities set



