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institutions and hospitals; 
(xiii) Protecting the environment, where inter- 
communal issues are involved; 
(xiv) Adopting programs of economic, scientific, 
technological, demographic, regional, and 
social development, as well as  urban 
planning; 
(xv) Adopting programs for the development of 
agriculture and of rural areas; 
(xvi) Regulating elections consistent with 
Chapters 3 and 5; 
(xvii) Regulating Kosovo-owned property; and 
(xviii) Regulating land registries. 
(b) The Assembly shall also have authority to enact 
laws in areas within the responsibility of the 
Communes if the matter cannot be effectively 
regulated by the Communes or if regulation by 
individual Communes might prejudice the rights of 
other Communes. In the absence of a law enacted 
by the Assembly under this subparagraph that 
preempts communal action, the Communes shall 
retain their authority. 
Procedure 
6. Laws and other decisions of the Assembly shall be 
adopted by majority of Members present and voting. 
7. A majority of the Members of a single national 
community elected to the Assembly pursuant to 
paragraph 1 (b) may adopt a motion that a law or other 
decision adversely affects the vital interests of 
their national community. The challenged law or 
decision shall be suspended with regard to that 
national community until the dispute settlement 
procedure in paragraph 8 is completed. 
8. The following procedure shall be used in the event of 
a motion under paragraph 7: 
(a) The Members making the vital interest motion 
shall give reasons for their motion. The 
proposers of the legislation shall be given an 
opportunity to respond. 
(b) The Members making the motion shall appoint 
within one day a mediator of their choice to 
assist in reaching an agreement with those 
proposing the legislation. 
(c) If mediation-does not produce an agreement within 
seven days, the matter may be submitted for a 
binding ruling. The decision shall be rendered 
by a panel comprising three Members of the 
Assembly: one Albanian and one Serb, each 
appointed by his or her national community 
delegation; and a third Member, who will be of a 
third nationality and will be selected within two 
days by consensus of the Presidency of the 
Assembly. 
(i) A vital interest motion shall be upheld if 
the legislation challenged adversely 
affects the community's fundamental 
constitutional rights, additional rights 


