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Avisartikel fra The Sunday Times den 18. april 1999 af General Sir Michael Rose 

NATO must head for door marked exit 
Air power has failed and the allies' only real 

option is to get out, writes General Sir Michael 
Rose. 

The tragic accidental bombing by NATO of 
civilians in Kosovo will not surprise those who 
understand the difficulties aircrews face flying 
missions over Yugoslavia and the limitations of 
NATO air power. Its weapons systems were de- 
signed for general war against the Warsaw Pact 
- not for the limited type of engagement taking 
place over Yugoslavia. 

Think back to February 1994, when NATO is- 
sued another ultimatum. Then the United Nati- 
ons brokered an agreement between the Bos- 
nians and the Serbs to establish a 20-kilometre 
exclusion zone around Sarajevo; NATO said it 
would launch airstrikes agairist any heavy wea- 
pons that remained within the zone. 

But surveillance aircraft found it impossible to 
determine accurately whether there were any 
tanks or guns in the exclusion zone. On one oc- 
casion, air reconnaissance identified a Serbian 
mortar position that turned out to be a collection 
of haystacks. NATO had to rely on UN military 
observers on the ground to verify possible tar- 
gets. 

It is not easy for pilots flying at more than 
400mph over broken country to identify the sort 
of targets that will have to be destroyed if NATO 
is to succeed in Kosovo. The lesson that can be 
drawn from the sad incidents that have occurred 
so far is that air power is a blunt weapon, wholly 
inappropriate for use by itself in this form of 
conflict. 

Without soldiers on the ground able to verify 
targets and direct airstrikes, the terrible mistakes 
(the bombing of a passenger train and refugee 
convoy) that occurred last week will inevitably 
continue to happen. 

Such a lesson is not clearly understood by NA- 
TO. On April 14, at the daily press conference, 
Jamie Shea, the alliance's press spokesman, said 
NATO had chosen a modus operandi in line with 

its policy not to be at war with the Serbian 
people. 'The alliance', he said, 'wished to avoid 
inflicting unnecessary pain on the Serbian 
people or their economy'. Within a few hours 
many Kosovo Albanians had been killed and 
wounded by NATO airstrikes. 

Expressions of regret, however sincere, coup- 
led with bland assurances that NATO is doing all 
it can to avoid such mistakes - and that anyway 
Milosevic is to blame - are an insufficient re- 
sponse to these mistakes. Civilised people will 
not stand by for ever and watch the Serbian 
people, who have already been reduced to the 
edge of survival by their brutal rulers, being 
bombed. 

One of the more worrying characteristics that 
has emerged during the first month of the war is 
the degree to which rhetoric has taken over from 
reality. Daily, we are being subjected to increa- 
singly irrelevant accounts of military actions 
being routinely undertaken by NATO against ci- 
vilian and military targets in Yugoslavia - wit- 
hout any real analysis as to whether what is 
being done is delivering the stated objectives. 

Instead, we get the sort of fairy tale told by 
Shea that 'every morning President Milosevic 
wakes up and realises that in the last 24 hours he 
has become weaker, he also sees that NATO is 
becoming stronger.' 

These musings are usually accompanied by 
emotional descriptions of the terrible things that 
are being done by Milosevic's brutal regime - as 
if their repeated telling would somehow justify 
the continuation of a NATO strategy that has al- 
ready failed. 

Before long, the ethnic cleansing of Kosovo 
will be halted - not because of anything NATO 
may have done, but because there will be no Ko- 
sovo Albanians left in Serbia. 

The alliance's credibility is already hanging on 
a thread. Clear thinking coupled with firm acti- 
on, not words, are required if it is to emerge in- 
tact from its war in the Balkans. We urgently 
need to find a way for NATO to extricate itself 


