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are priorities of affected developing countries,
partlcularly in Africa, and are essential to meet-
ing sustainability objectives,

Mindful that desertification and drought affect
sustainable development through their interre-
lationships with important social problems
such as poverty, poor health and nutrition, lack
of food security, and those arising from migra-
tion, displacement of persons and demo-
graphic dynamics,

Appreciating the significance of the past efforts
and experience of States and international or-
ganizations in combating desertification and
mitigating the effects of drought, particularly in
implementing the Plan of Action to Combat
Desertification which was adopted at the
United Nations Conference on Desertification
in 1977,

Realizing that, despite efforts in the past, pro-
gress in combating desertification and mitigat-
ing the effects of drought has not met expecta-
tions and that a new and more effective ap-
proach is needed at all levels within the frame-
work of sustainable development,

Recognizing the validity and relevance of deci-
sions adopted at the United Nations Con-
ference on Environment and Development,
particularly of Agenda 21 and its chapter 12,
which provide a basis for combating desertifi-
cation,

Reaffirming in this light the commitments of
developed countries as contained in paragraph
13 of chapter 33 of Agenda 21,

Recalling General Assembly resolution
477188, particularly the priority in it prescribed
for Africa, and all other relevant United Na-
tions resolutions, decisions and programmes
on desertification and drought, as well as rele-
vant declarations by African countries and
those from other regions,

Reaffirming the Rio Declaration on Environ-
ment and Development which states, in its
Principle 2, that States have, in accordance
with the Charter of the United Nations and the
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tigdom er prioriteter for de ramte udviklings-
lande, serlig i Afrika, og af afgerende betyd-
ning for realiseringen af bezredygtighedsmal,

som er opmerksomme pa, at erkendannelse og
torke hazmmer en baredygtig udvikling som
folge af sammenhangen med vigtige sociale
problemer sdsom fattigdom, dirlig sundheds-
og ern®ringstilstand og manglende fodevare-
sikkerhed og problemer fremkaldt af befolk-
ningsvandringer, -flytninger og -dynamik,

som anerkender betydningen af staternes og de
internationale organisationers hidtidige ind-
sats og erfaringer inden for bekampelse af or-
kendannelse og afhjelpning af virkningerne af
torke, sarlig ved gennemforelsen af den hand-
lingsplan til bekaempelse af arkendannelse, der
vedtoges pd De Forenede Nationers konferen-
ce om grkendannelse i 1977,

som indser, at fremskridtene inden for bekem-
pelse af erkendannelse og afhjelpning af virk-
ningerne af torke trods de hidtidige bestracbel-
ser ikke har svaret til forventningerne, og at der
er behov for et nyt og mere effektivt tiltag pa al-
le planer inden for rammerne af en baredygtig
udvikling,

som erkender vardien og relevansen af beslut-
ningerne vedtaget pd De Forenede Nationers
konference om milje og udvikling, serlig
Agenda 21 og dens kapitel 12, der giver grund-
lag for bekeempelse af prkendannelse,

som i den forbindelse pa ny bekrafter industri-
landenes forpligtelser som omhandlet i Agenda
21, kapitel 33, punkt 13,

som minder om Generalforsamlingens resolu-
tion 47/188, sarlig den heri omhandlede prio-
ritering af Afrika, og alle andre relevante FN-
resolutioner, -beslutninger og -programmer om
grkendannelse og terke samt de relevante er-
klaringer fra afrikanske lande og lande i andre
regioner,

som pd ny bekrafter Rio-erkleeringen om milje
og udvikling, hvori det i princip 2 hedder, at
staterne i overensstemmelse med De Forenede
Nationers pagt og folkerettens principper har
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