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Second Optional Protocol to the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, aiming
at the abolition of the death penalty

The States Parties to the present Protocol,

Believing that abolition of the death penalty
contributes to enhancement of human dignity
and progressive development of human rights,

Recalling article 3 of the Universal Declara-
tion of Human Rights adopted on 10 Decem-
ber 1948 and article 6 of the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights
adopted on 16 December 1966,

Noting that article 6 of the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights refers
to abolition of the death penalty in terms that
strongly suggest that abolition is desirable,

Convinced that all measures of abolition of
the death penalty should be considered as pro-
gress in the enjoyment of the right to life,

Desirous to undertake hereby an interna-
tional commitment to abolish the death pen-
alty,

Have agreed as follows:

Article 1

1. No one within the jurisdiction of a State
Party to the present Protocol shall be executed.

2. Each State Party shall take all necessary
measures to abolish the death penalty within
its jurisdiction.

Article 2

1. No reservation is admissible to the pre-
sent Protocol, except for a reservation made at
the time of ratification or accession that pro-
vides for the application of the death penalty
in time of war pursuant to a conviction for a
most serious crime of a military nature com-
mitted during wartime.

2. The State Party making such a reservation
shall at the time of ratification or accession
communicate to the Secretary-General of the
United Nations the relevant provisions of its
national legislation applicable during wartime.

Bilag 1

Anden valgfri protokol til den internationale
konvention om borgerlige og politiske rettig-
heder, der sigter mod afskaffelse af dedsstraf

De i denne protokol deltagende stater,

som mener, at afskaffelse af dedsstraf bi-
drager til at foroge menneskevaerdighed og til
at videreudvikle menneskerettighederne,

som minder om artikel 3 i verdenserklarin-
gen om menneskerettighederne, der blev ved-
taget den 10. december 1948, og artikel 6 i den
internationale konvention om borgerlige og
politiske rettigheder, der blev vedtaget den 16.
december 1966,

som konstaterer, at artikel 6 i den interna-
tionale konvention om borgerlige og politiske
rettigheder omtaler afskaffelse af dedsstraf pa
en made, som sterkt antyder, at afskaffelse er
onskelig,

som er overbevist om, at alle skridt til afskaf-
felse af dedsstraf bar betragtes som fremskridt,
nar det gaelder retten til livet,

som onsker herved at patage sig en interna-
tional forpligtelse til at afskaffe dedsstraf,

er blevet enige om folgende:

Artikel 1

1. Ingen kan henrettes inden for jurisdik-
tionen til en i denne protokol deltagende stat.

2. Enhver deltagerstat skal tage alle nedven-
dige skridt til at afskaffe dedsstraf inden for
sin jurisdiktion.

Artikel 2

1. Intet forbehold kan tages over for denne
protokol, undtagen et forbehold, der frem-
settes ved ratifikationen eller tiltreedelsen, og
som hjemler anvendelse af dedsstraf i krigstid
i medfer af en domfzldelse for en yderst alvor-
lig forbrydelse af militer art begdet i krigstid.

2. Den deltagerstat, der fremsatter et sddant
forbehold, skal ved ratifikationen eller til-
treedelsen meddele De Forenede Nationers
generalsekreteer de relevante bestemmelser i
sin nationale lovgivning, der gelder i krigstid.



