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15. Comment. There is evident Lwi'erlap between the four principal agencies respon-
sible for safety; the most striking aspect being the superimposition of OSHA notwith-

standing the requirements of the existing specialist agencies. The US Coast Guard and-

the Geological Survey, both agencies within the Department of the Interior, séem to
have minimised the scope for overlap and conflict. The decision by the Department of
Transportation’s Material Transportation Bureau to take into scope oﬁshore plpelmes
previously and still subject to USGS controls is to us remarkable : .

Nomeglan Continental Shelf ‘ : o
16. ln Norway there are two predominant Dxrectorates to enforce safely regulallons

on Continental Shelf operations. For fixed platforms the -Norwegian  Petroleum:

Directorate has prime responslblllty and for mobile rigs the Maritime Directorate.
There are however other agencies, under the aegis of four Ministries, with a regulatory
control to exercise and the principal Directorate acts as co-ordinator. The four

Ministries are Environment (Pollmioh) Justice (Rescue Servu.es), Social Aﬂ'alrs

(Health-& leme) and Shlpp:m. & Commerce (Mdrmme matters).

17. Norw. wr/'mr Petroleum Directorate (NPD)‘ The NPD is responsible to the Ministry

of Labour for offshore safety matters on fixed installations, and forico-ordination of -

other agencies’ inspections and controls. These are Maritime Directorate, the Coastal
Directorate, the Civil Aviation Authority and the Telecommunications Directorate.

NPD is also lLSpOI'lSIbIC for the Lontrols relating to dl’l”lm;, equnpment and procedurev :

on mobile rigs.

18 The lnspeuxon & Control Department of NPD has the followmg sewons

18.1. Drilling (from both fixed and moblle)

18.2. Diving;

18.3. Marine Teehnolot.y,

18.4. Production;

18.5. Personnel Safety;

18.6.- Staff Function (a g,eneral sectlon cowerlng non -specific functlons)

NPD scrutinise: the operator’s plans for the whole of the operation. The design and
construction of the installation has to receive NPD- approval (similar in scope-to the
UK Certificate of Fitness); well consents are issued based-on a submitted plan;and the
operational and di\"ing regulations are enforced by the lnspectorate. .

19. In 1977 the Worker Protecuon and Workmg Envnronment Act was passed

endblmg, régulations to be made for application offshore. Regulations were made later
in 1977 and NPD are responS|bIe for -their enforcement. The regulations inter alia
provide for a system of safety representatives with power to stop-operations considered’
dangerous, and place the broad responsibility for safety on the employer. The Act itself
(similar in many respects to our 1974 Health & Safety at Work Act) has a wide scope’
and NPD are considering making all their future regulations under this Act. The most
recent regulations issued by NPD are for diving operatlons The regulations are

lmmensely detailed reflecting a concern for improving the safety of diving. The )

Mlmstry of Labour has set up a review team to conslder all aspects of drvmg safety.

20 T/I(’ Mcu itime Dil ectorate. The Maritime Dire(,torate acquired r‘esponsibihty for -
mobile installations as an extens:on of its role'in Norway in relation to ships. It deals -
_with the design and construction aspects and (like NPD) acts as a certlfymg authority. :

" The Directorate also co- ordmates the: actlvmes of - other agenCIes and arranges joint

mspectlon
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