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CONSTITUTION
OF THE UNITED NATIONS
INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT
ORGANIZATION

Preamble

The States Parties to this Constitution.

In conformity with the Charter of the Uni-
ted Nations,

Bearing in mind the broad objectives in the
resolutions adopted by the sixth special sessi-
on of the General Assembly of the United
Nations on the establishment of a New In-
ternational Economic Order, in the UNIDO
Second General Conference’s Lima Declara-
tion and Plan of ‘Action for Industrial Deve-
lopment and Co-operation, and in the reso-
lution of the seventh special session of the
General Assembly of the United Nations on
Development and International Economic
Co-operation.

Declaring that:

It is necessary to establish a just and equi-
table economic and social order to be achie-
ved through the elimination of economic ine-
qualities, the establisment of rational and
equitable international economic relations,
+ implementation of dynamic social and eco-
nomic changes and the encouragement of
necessary structural changes in the develop-
ment of the world economy,

Industrialization is a dynamic instrument
of growth essential to rapid economic and
social development, in particular of develo-
ping countries, to the improvement of the

living standard and the quality of life of the
peoples in all countries, and to the introduc-
tion of an equitable economic and social or-
der,

It is the sovereign right of all countries to
achieve their industrialization, and any pro-
cess of such industrialization must conform
to the broad objectives of self-sustaining and
integrated socio-economic development, and
should include the appropriate changes
which would ensure the just and effective
participation of all peoples in the industriali-
zation of their countries.

As international co-operation for develop-
ment is the shared goal and common obli-
gation of all countries it is essential to pro-
mote industrialization through all possible
concerted measures including the develop-
ment, transfer and adaptation of technology
on global, regional and national, as well as
on sectoral levels,

All countries, irrespective of their social
and economic systems, are determined to
promote the common welfare of their peop-
les by individual and collective actions ai-
med at expanding international economic
co-operation on the basis af sovereign equali-
ty, strengthening of the economic mdepen—
dence of the developmg countries, securing
their equitable share in total world industrial
production and contributing to international
peace and security and the prosperity of all

[The text of this Constitution was adopted by the United Nations Conference on the Establishment of the
United Nations Industrial Development Organization as a Specialized Agency on 8 Apnl 1979 at

Viennal.



