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(8) Oral proceedings before the Receiving
Section, the Examining Divisions and the
Legal Division shall not be public.

(4) Oral proceedings, including delivery
of the decision, shall be public, as regards
the Boards of Appeal and the Enlarged
Board of Appeal, after publication of the
European patent application, and also be-
fore the Opposition Divisions, in so far as
the departement before which the proceed-
ings are taking place does not decide other-
wise in cases where admission of the public
could have serious and unjustified disad-
vantages, in particular for a party to the
proceedings. :

Article 117
Taking of evidence
(1) In any proceedings before an Examin-
ing Division, an Opposition Division, the
Legal Division or a Board of Appeal the
means of giving or obtaining evidence shall
include the following: '
(a) hearing the parties;
(b) requests for information;
(c) the production of documents;
(d) hearing the witnesses;
(e) opinions by experts;
(f) inspeoction;
(g) sworn. statements in writing.

(2) The Examining Division, Opposition
Division or Board of Appeal may commis-
sion one of its members to examine the
evidence adduced.

(3) If the European Patent Office con-
siders it necessary for a party, witness or
expert to give evidence orally, it shall either:

(a) issue a summons to the person concerned
to appear before it, or ’

(b) request, in accordance with the provi-
sions of Article 1381, paragraph 2, the
competent court in the country of resi-
dence of the person concerned to take
such evidence.

(4) A party, witness or expert who is
summoned before the European Patent Of-
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3) Mundtlig forhandling ved indleverings-
kontoret, provningsafdelingerne og den ju-
ridiske afdeling er ikke offentlig.

4) Mundtlig forhandling, herunder for-
kyndelse af afgorelsen, er offentlig ved appel-
kamrene og det udvidede appelkammer efter
offentliggorelsen af den europsiske patent-
ansegning sivel som ved indsigelsesafdelin-
gerne, medmindre det pagemldende organ
treeffer anden bestemmelse i tilfelde, hvor
offentlighed ville kunne medfere alvorlige
og urimelige ulemper, iszer for en part isagen.

Artikel 117
. Bewisforelse

1) Under sagsbehandlingen ved en prov-
ningsafdeling, en indsigelsesafdeling, den ju-
ridiske afdeling eller et appelkammer star
specielt folgende bevismidler til radighed:

a) afhering af parterne;

b) indhentning af oplysninger;

c) fremlmggelse af dokumenter;

d) athering af vidner;

e) udtalelser fra sagkyndige;

f) besigtigelse; ‘

g) skriftlige beedigede erkleringer.

2) Provningsafdelingen, indsigelsesafde-
lingen og appelkammeret kan overdrage
iveerkseettelsen af bevisforelsen til et af sine
medlemmer. '

. 3) Anser Den europwiske Patentmyndig-

hed det for pakreevet, at en part, et vidne

eller en sagkyndig afgiver mundtlig forkla-

ring, . :

a) indkalder myndigheden den pageldende
til at give mode for sig, eller ogsd

b) anmoder myndigheden i overensstem-
melse med artikel 131, stk. 2, den kom-
petente ret i den stat, i hvilken den pa-
g®ldende har bopel, om at foretage ai-
hering.

4) En part, et vidne eller en sagkyndig,
der er indkaldt for Den europeiske Patent-



