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part in any appeal if they have any personal
mterest therein, if they have previously been
involved as representatives of one of the
parties, or if they participated in the decision
under appeal.

(2) If, for one of the reasons mentioned
in paragraph 1, or for any other reason, a
member of a Board of Appeal or of the
Enlarged Board of Appeal considers that he
should not take part in any appeal, he shall
inform the Board accordingly.

(3) Members of a Board of Appeal or of
the Enlarged Board of Appeal may be ob-
jected to by any party for one of the reasons
mentioned in paragraph 1, or if suspected of
partiality. An objection shall not be admiss-
ible if, while being aware of a reason for
objection, the party has taken a procedural
step. No objection may be based upon the
nationality of members.

(4) The Boards of Appeal and the Enlarged
Board of Appeal shall decide as to the action
to be taken in the cases specified in para-
graphs 2 and 3 without the participation of
the member concerned. For the purposes of
taking this decision the member objected
to shall be replaced by his alternate.

Article 25
Technical opinion

At the request of the competent national
court trying an infringement or revocation
action, the European Patent Office shall be
obliged, against payment of an appropriate
fee, to give a technical opinion concerning
the European patent which is the subject
of the action. The Examining Divisions shall
be responsible for the issue of such opinions.

CHAPTER 1V
The Administrative Council

Article 26
Membership

(1) The Administrative Council shall be
composed of the Representatives and the
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behandlingen af en sag, i hvilken de har en
personlig interesse, eller i hvilken de tidli-
gere har deltaget som representant for en
af parterne, eller hvis de har taget del i den
afgorelse, der er genstand for klage.

2) Finder et medlem af et appelkammer
eller af det udvidede appelkammer, at han
af en af de i stk. 1 nwvnte grunde eller af
anden grund ikke ber deltage 1 behandlingen
af en sag, underretter han kammeret herom.

3) Enhver part, der mener, at et medlem
af et appelkammer eller af det udvidede
appelkammer er inhabilt af de i stk. 1 nsevnte
grunde, eller at den pagwldendes upartisk-
hed i gvrigt kan drages i tvivl, kan gere
indsigelse mod, at den pagwmldende deltager
i sagens behandling. Inhabilitetsindsigelsen
afvises, nar den pageldende part, vidende
om, at grundlaget for indsigelsen foreligger,
har foretaget proceshandlinger. Indsigelsen
kan ikke stottes pa et medlems nationalitet.

4) Appelkamrene og det udvidede appel-
kammer treeffer uden deltagelse af det pa-
geldende medlem afgerelse om de foranstalt-
ninger, der skal treeffes i de i stk. 2 og 3
nevnte tilfeelde. Med henblik pd at treffe
denne afgorelse erstattes det medlem, mod
hvem indsigelsen er rettet, af sin suppleant.

Artikel 25
Teknisk responsum

~ Efter anmodning fra en kompetent natio-
nal ret, der behandler en sag om krankelse
eller ugyldigkendelse, er Den europmiske
Patentmyndighed mod betaling af en pas-
sende afgift forpligtet til at afgive et teknisk
responsum angdende det europaiske patent,
som sagen drejer sig om. Afgivelse af sé-
danne responsa henherer under prevnings-
afdelingerne.

KAPITEL IV
Adminsstrationsrddet

Artikel 26
Sammenswining

1) Administrationsrddet bestér af repree-
sentanterne for de kontraherende stater og



