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: 3. Wlthout pre]udlce to- the genelahty of the powers under this Act, the Boa,ld -
 of Trade shall obtain from all avalla,ble sources information as to the nature, extent,
and development of trusts, compames “firms, combinations, agleements, and arrange-
_ments connected w1th ‘mining; manufactures, ‘trade, commerce, finance; or' transport,:
“having f01 their purpose or effect the regulation of the prices or output of commodities
 -or services pmduced or rendered in the Umted Kingdom or 1mported into the United-
~K111gdom, or the delimitation of markets in respect thereof; or' the regulation of trans-
. port rates and services; in so far as they tend to the creation of monopolies or to the
restraint of trade, and the Board of Trade shall, for the purposes of this section, utilize
the powe1s of mvestlgatmn and oi appomtmg comrmttees conferred upon ’ohem by thls Acb L

o 4 The Board of Trade may, 1f they thmk ﬁt authonse local authorltles, sub]ect :
to such conditions as the Board may impose, to purchase and sell any article, or articles
of any class, to which this Act applies, and any local authority so authorised shall have:
‘all necessary powers for the purpose, but such conditions shall, as far as pos‘.sﬂole, ingure.
“that-any local authority so purchasing and. selling shall proceed on & oommerclal basm '
and not by Way of- subs1dy ab the expense of the ratepa.yers A

‘ 5 The plooeedmgs befo1e the Board of dee or any commlttee or trlbunal undelsr
,th]s Act shall, unless in special cases the Board of Trade othelvvlse dlrect ‘be held in
A fpubhc, where such proceedings are founded on a complamt B o
‘ ‘Save as aforesaid; mforma,tlon and’ documents requlred t6 be glven ‘or produced
to the Board of Trade or to a committee or tribunal under this- Act shall be- treated as
conﬁdentlal except’ in cages where the person giving o producmcv the same otherwise '
agrees, and in cases where legal pmeeedmgs are taken, for the purpose of such proeeedlngs '
© Provided' that nothing herein shall be taken as preventing the Board of any -

comml‘otee or tribunal from: pubhshlng ‘their findings ‘and decisions. . Any investigation” =

under this Act shall, for the purposes of the law relating to libel and sla,ndel be deemed“
to- be proceedlngs before a comt exerclsmg ]udlcm] authouty :

6. The powers. of the Boald oi‘ Trade under thls Act &hall in relamon to mmcles ‘.
~ of food or drink to which th1s Ac’s apphes, be exelelsed ]omtly or in agreement Wxth ther .
- Bood 00ntroller ' , . ; T -

; :——(1) The expenses of any 100&1 commlt‘oees estabhshed by local a,uthoutle
under this Act shall be defrayed by the local authorltles out. of such fund or rate, and
in such manner as:may be directed by the Board of Trade;.and any expenses o of the Board
of Trade under this Act to-an amount not exceedmg seventy -five thousand, pounds, shall B
“subject to the approval. of the Treasury, be paid out of moneys. prowded by Parliament.
' (2) Such expenses may in either case include such payment to the chanmen and
jmembers of committees and: tribunals, in respect ot their travelling expenses and loqs
of time, as appears to the Board reasonable and is approved by the Treasury.

- (3) Any fines imposed at the instance of a. Tlocal committee established by a local
au’ohouty under this Act shall be applied. in aid of the fund or rate out of Whmh the ex-
-penses of the committee are required to be pald under this Act ‘and any. othel ﬁne.s 1m-‘~
posed under this Aot shall be paid 1nto the. Exchequel e '

~—~(1) This Act may be cited ‘a8 the ‘Proﬁteelmg Act 1919
(2) This Act shall contmue in force for Six. months and no longel unlesa Par11a~ :
,ment othelwme detelmmes : o ‘ s : SR




