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Proflteermg Act l 9 1 9

Whereas 1t a,ppeals that the prices of altlcles are, to the demment of the people,

. being enhanced in some cases by the charging of prices yielding an unreasonable profit

to- the _persons enga,ged in. the production, handling, -or distribution’ thereof:
\ -Be it therefore enacted by the King’s most Excellent Ma]esty, by and W1th the
advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual aud Temporal, and Commons, in thlfa present. ‘
~ Parliament assembled, and by the authou’ny of the same, as follows:—

, 1.—(1) Sub}eet o the provisions of this” Ach, the Bomd of de,e shall ha,ve
; powel n respeet of any article to which this Act applies— k o
- (e ) to mvesmgate prices, :Gosts; and: pmﬁt at-all ‘stages, and. l;01 that’ pulpose by mdel ,
© -~ to require any person to appear- ‘before them, and to. Iu1n1&h such information
~‘and produce such documents as they. may requue and on any sueh mves‘mgatlou

k : ‘uhey may by order fix' maximum prices; and o : :

. (b) to receive and mvestlgate ‘complaints that a: proﬁt is bemg or. has been elnce the
© 0 ipassing of this Act made or sought on the sale of the article. (whethel Whole‘sale .

. or retail)-which is, in view: ‘of all the circumstances, unreasonable, and on any

~ such complaint they may by order, after giving the paltles an’ opportumty of
e loemg ‘heard, either dismiss the ‘complaint Or=— . . T
- (i) declare. the price which would yield a: 1easonable p] oﬁt and B |

(i) requne the seller to. repay to the eomplaman’s any amount pald by the 4

eomplamant in excess of such, price. LR o

, (2) I, as a result of any mvesmga,tlon undelta,ken on then own. mltlatwe or on -
eomplamt made to them, it appears to the Board of Trade that the circumstances so
‘require, the Board shall take proceedmgs against the seller before a court of summary
-jurisdiction, and if in such ‘proceedings it is found that the price charged or sought about
which the complaint was made, or the- price discovered-ab the investigation to- have been
charged or sought, was such as to yield a profit which is, in view of all the circumstances,
unreasonable, the seller shall be liable on. summary conviction to a fine not. exceeding
two llundled pounds or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding three. months or to
~both such 1mpr1sonment and fine: Provided that a rate of profit which does not exceed
. the fair average rate earned by persons in the same way of business as the seller upon
“the sale of: similar a,ltlclee under pre-war conditions, shall not be deemed unreasonable

o (3) If any person fails to eomplv with or infringes an order of the Board of Trade '
- undet this section, he shall be liable on summazry conviction to a fine not exeeedmg ﬁIty‘\

“pounds or-to 1mpr1sonment for a term not exceedmg one month, or to both such im-
prisonment and fine, and, in the case of an order requiring the 1epayment of any amount,
~that amount shall be recoverable summalﬂy as a civil debt.

(4) If any ‘person. at or for the purpose of. any such mvesuoatmn or on, a,ny SllGll _
complaint knowmgly or recklessly furnishes any information or makeu any ‘represen- -
. tation which is false in any material particular, he shall be liable on summary conviction

o a fine not exceeding fifty pounds or to imprisonment for a term not exceedmg three

L ‘months, or to both such lmpnsonment and fine. -



