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.' Den overordentlige Konimist310n Bilag G. 
af 8. August 1914. ^  

P r o f i t e e r i n g  A c t  1 9 1 9 .  

Whereas it appears that the prices of articles are, to the detrim,ent of the people, 
being enhanced in some cases by the charging of prices yielding an unreasonable profit 
to the persons engaged in the production, handling, or distribution thereof: 

Be it therefore enacted by the King's most Excellent Maj esty, by and with the 
advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this present 
Parliament assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:홢 

1 . - ( l )  Subject to the provisions of this Act, the Board ol Tråde shall have 
power in respect of any article to which this Act applies홢 

(å) to investigäte prices, costsj and profit at all stages, and for that purpose by order 
to require any person to appear before them, and to furnish such information 
and produce such documents as they may require; and on any such investigatioii 
they may by order fix maximum prices; and 

(b) to receive and investigaté cömplaints that 'a,:prøfl.t is being or, has been since the 
p tssing of this Adt made or sought on the sale of the article (whether.wholesale 
or retail) which is, in view = of all the circumstances, unreasonable, and on any 
such complaint they may by order, after giving the parties an; opportunity of 

. being heard, either dismiss the complaint or홢 
(i) declåre. the price which would yield a reasonable profit; and. ; 
(ii) require the seller to repay -to the complainant any, amount paid by the 

complainant in excess of such price. 

(2) If , as a result of any investigation undertaken on their own initiative or on 
complaint made to them, it appears to the Board of Trade that the cÏrcunlstances so 
require, the Board shall take proceedings against the seller before a court of summary 
jurisdiction, and if in such proceedings it is 'fouiid that the price charged or sought about 
which the complaint was made* or the price discovered; at the investigation to have been 
charged or sought, was such as to yield a profit which is, in view of all the circumstances, 
unreasonable, the seller shall be liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding 홢 ' 
two hundred pounds or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding three months or to 
both such imprisonment and fine: Provided that a rate of profit which does not exceed 

. the fair average rate earned by persons in the same way of business as the seller upon 
the sale of similar articles under pre-war conditions, shall not be deemed unreasonable. 

(3) If any person fails to comply with or hlfringes an order of the Board of Trade 
under this section, he shall be liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding fifty ' 
pounds or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding one month, or to both such im- 
prisonment and fine, and, in the case of an order requiring the 'repaymei),t of any arnount, 
that amount shall be recoyerable summarily as a civil debt. 

(4) If any person at or for the purpose of any such investigation or on any such . 
complaint knowingly or recklessly furnishes any information or makes any represen- 

. I tation which is false in any material particular, he shall be liable on summary conviction 
to a fine not exceeding -.fifty pounds or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding three 
months, or to both such imprisonment and fine. 


